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Summa Sophia: Questions for further study and for group discussion
What do you think? What does it mean? What ought to be done?

The Crossing of the River
By Bing Escudero © 2003 v1.0

Across the River

I crossed the river of life between death and birth.
Those who were born appeared as if they also knew;
But those who followed believed they knew better,

I would have gone upstream, but did not.

Instead, I went to the valleys below;
And saw what many believed they knew was about
Believing what those who came before them
already believed.
So I went back farther upstream in the land
of the unknown.

Little lanterns were floated in the darkness of night.
Downstream many were asleep dreaming their dreams.
Others were awake, looking upwards, hoping to see

a new moon.
And the floating lights passed by unseen.

There were a few who were searching to quench
their thirst.

They traveled through the night and came to
the river bank.

In gazing into the floating lights, they were
no longer thirsty.

Even before they could scoop the water to drink.

Such are the little lanterns of glimmering night stars
on earth,

For from the far off distances of the highest heavens

They descend, floating by the stream of consciousness;

Yet shining as suns in the sky of supreme realization.
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Summa Sophia: Dedicated to every sincere secker
In the service of the quest for truth

The Possible Return Journey

I came to you and, we got acquainted, but you
hardly knew me.

I came to see you and, you looked at me. but
you were into seeing appearances.

I came to speak to you and, you heard, but you
were listening to other voices.

I came to answer your questions, as you did ask,
but you were previously fed with fixed beliefs.

[ tried to make you understand, as you wanted to,
but this was misunderstood.

I drew diagrams in septenary orders, but you still
doubted what the big picture was all about.

I reasoned with clarity, but you said it was clear
only when I was with you.

[ tried to point out the teacher within you, but
you wanted to meet some outside master.

[ offered you leadership for you to lead yourselves,
but others convinced you to be their followers.

[ put into writing the weightier matters that
otherwise might be forgotten, but you said
you already had too much to read.

So I asked. Who will, devote oneself to clear the
mind of preconceived notions and conflicting
creeds, in solitude? One promised ... one by
one ... on their own. ...

And I was thankful, for this allowed me to return,
without leaving anyone, to be alone unknown in
the resounding silence of the ineffable wisdom.
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The River Flow of Descending to Ascending Order
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